Mandatory School Essay:

Maximum Length Of Words – 500 

Select one of the topics for your grade level

5th grade Topics:

1.  A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. - Lao Tzu

2.  It is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness.  - Motto of the Christopher Society, Which 
promotes positive media messages and stories.  

3.  Success is 10 percent inspiration and 90 percent perspiration.  Thomas Edison, American inventor.  

 4th Grade Topics: 

1.  What I've learned about being angry with people is that it generally hurts you more than it hurts 


them.  - Oprah Winfrey 

2.  When spider webs unite, they can tie up a lion.  - Ethiopian Proverb

3.  Never look down on people unless you're helping them up.  - Jesse Jackson, African- American 
political activist and preacher.  

 Goals of the Essay Contest:  

To help teachers integrate character development into the language arts curriculum.

To emphasize the teaching of writing in our schools. 

To recognize and celebrate young talented writers who attend Imagine Schools.

To provide students with an opportunity to thoughtfully consider character values and share their 
thinking with an audience outside of their own school community.

To bring together Imagine Schools in a common project.
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2009 Imagine Schools

Essay Contest Entry Form


Please fully complete the following form and staple it on top of your essay.  

NAME: __________________________________________________________     GRADE: _____________

NAME OF SCHOOL: ______________________________________________________________________

HOME ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________

CITY: ________________________________________  STATE: ________  ZIP: _____________________

PHONE: (          ) ___________________________________________________________________________

TEACHER: _________________________________________________________________________________

THE MAXIM YOU HAVE CHOSEN: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

YOUR ESSAY TITLE: ________________________________________________________________________

ONE THING YOU HAVE LEARNED ABOUT CHARACTER AS A RESULT OF 

PARTICIPATING IN THE ESSAY CONTEST:  

_________________________________________________________________

